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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the Application. 
LISTING OF CLAIMS; 

1. (Currently Amended) A comput e r impl e ment e d computer-implemented method, 
comprising the steps of: 

enabling one or more users to declare, and associate information with, one or more 
topics, wherein associated information for a declared topic comprises at least one of a topic 
description, or one or more keywords relating to the topic; 

storing declared topics and their associated information; 

monitoring the computing activities of a user of - a computer ; 

determining if the computer user appears to be interested in a declared topic based on 
the monitored activities and based on information stored in a databas e that is associat e d with 
the declared tepie topic's associated information ; and 

notifying the computer user that the topic has been declared of the existence of the 
declared topic if it appears that the computer user is interested in the declared topic. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of monitoring the 
computing activities of the user comprises the step of monitoring one or more e-mail 
messages sent to and/or from the user. 

3. (cancelled) 
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4. (original) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of monitoring one or more e-mail 
messages sent to and/or from the user comprises the step of retrieving from an e-mail server 
one or more e-mail messages addressed to the user and/or sent by the user and examining the 
contents of those e-mail messages. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of monitoring the 
computing activities of the user comprises the step of examining one or more instant 
messages sent to and/or from the user. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of monitoring the 
computing activities of the user comprises the step of monitoring one or more search request 
messages sent from the user. 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
determining whether the comput e r user desires to receive information about the 

declared topic after notifying the comput e r user that th e topic has b ee n declar e d of the 
existence of the declared topici -and 

retrieving from the databa s e information about the dec l ared top i c, wherein the - 
information wa s inputt e d into th e databa se by an e ntity that declar e d th e topic . 
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9-11. (cancelled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, further comprising the steps of: 
determining whether the user selected to be added to a group e-mail address and/or 

virtual team associated with the declared topic; 

adding the user to the group e-mail address if it is determined that the user selected to 
be added to the group e-mail address; and 

adding the user to the virtual team if it is determined that the user selected to be added 
to the virtual team. 

13. (cancelled) 
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14. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

means for enabling one or more users to declare, and associate information with, one 
or more topics, wherein associated information for a declared topic comprises at least one of a 
topic description, or one or more keywords relating to the topic; 

means for storing declared topics and their associated information; 

monitoring means for monitoring the computing activities of a user of a computer ; 

determining means for determining if the computer user appears to be interested in a 
declared topic based on the monitored activities and based on information stored in a databa se 
that is a s sociat e d with the declared tepie topic's associated information ; and 

notifying means for notifying the eemptrtef user t hat t he t opie- h as been -deetered of the 
existence of the declared topic if it appears that the computer user is interested in the declared 
topic. 

15. (original) The system of claim 14, wherein the monitoring means comprises means 
for monitoring one or more e-mail messages sent to and/or from the user. 

16. (cancelled) 
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17. (original) The system of claim 15, wherein the means for monitoring one or more e- 
mail messages sent to and/or from the user comprises means for retrieving from an e-mail 
server one or more e-mail messages addressed to the user and/or sent by the user and for 
examining the contents of those e-mail messages. 

1 8. (original) The system of claim 14, wherein the monitoring means comprises means 
for examining one or more instant messages sent to and/or from the user. 

19. (original) The system of claim 14, wherein the monitoring means comprises means 
for monitoring one or more search request messages sent from the user. 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, further comprising: 
determining means for determining whether the computer user desires to receive 

information about the declared topic after notifying the computer user that the topic ha s been 
d e clar e d of the existence of the declared topic x-aftd- 

r e tri e ving m e ans for r e trieving from the databas e information about th e d e clar e d topic, 
wh e rein the information was inputted into the database by an entity that declared th e topic . 



400512319_2.DOC 



Amendment Dated: January 1 1. 2007 Customer No.: 00909 

Applicant: KRAENZEL et ai 

Serial No: 10/091,573 

Filing Date: March 7, 2002 

Page: 7 of 14 



22-24. (cancelled) 



25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, further comprising the steps of: 

determining means for determining whether the user selected to be added to a group e- 

mail address and/or virtual team associated with the declared topic; 

means for adding the user to the group e-mail address if it is determined that the user 

selected to be added to the group e-mail address; and 

means for adding the user to the virtual team if it is determined that the user selected 

to be added to the virtual team. 



26. (Currently Amended) A computer program product, the computer program product 
being embodied in a computer readable medium and comprising computer instructions for: 

enabling one or more users to declare, and associate information with, one or more 
topics, wherein associated information for a declared topic comprises at least one of a topic 
description, or one or more keywords relating to the topic; 

storing declared topics and their associated information; 

monitoring the computing activities of a user of a computer ; 

determining if the comput e r user appears to be interested in a declared topic based on 
the monitored activities and based on i nf or m ation s t ored i n a d atebase4hat-frs-assoo i a ted w i th 
the declared tepie topic's associated information ; and 

notifying the comput e r user that th e topic has b ee n declared of the existence of the 
declared topic if it appears that the comput e r user is interested in the declared topic. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 26, wherein the 
instructions for monitoring the computing activities of the user comprises instructions for 
monitoring one or more e-mail messages sent to and/or from the user. 

28. (cancelled) 

29. (original) The computer program product of claim 27 ; wherein instructions for 
monitoring one or more e-mail messages sent to and/or from the user comprises instructions 
for retrieving from an e-mail server one or more e-mail messages addressed to the user and/or 
sent by the user and examining the contents of those e-mail messages. 

30. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 26, wherein 
instructions for monitoring the computing activities of the user comprises instructions for 
examining one or more instant messages sent to and/or from the user. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 26, wherein 
instructions for monitoring the computing activities of the user comprises instructions for 
monitoring one or more search request messages sent from the user. 

32. (cancelled) 
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33. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 26, further comprising 
instructions for: 

determining whether the computer user desires to receive information about the 
declared topic after notifying the comput e r user that the topic has b e en declar e d of the 
existence of the declared topic ^-and 

retri e ving from the database information about the declar e d topic, wherein the 
information was inputted into the database by an entity that declared the topic . 

34-36. (cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 26, further comprising 
instructions for: 

determining whether the user selected to be added to a group e-mail address and/or 
virtual team associated with the declared topic; 

adding the user to the group e-mail address if it is determined that the user selected to 
be added to the group e-mail address; and 

adding the user to the virtual team if it is determined that the user selected to be added 
to the virtual team. 
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